CHAPTEE XXVI MOORE'S QUARREL WITH MINISTERS
WHEN a man's name has by the achievements of after years been encircled with all the glories and honours that in our minds gather round the " Duke of Wellington," it is difficult to put ourselves back into the time when he stood before his contemporaries without them. It is even harder to realise that, capable as they knew him to be, it was not because of any prophetic insight into his after-career that the Ministry of 1808 were anxious to appoint him to the command of the army which they were sending to Portugal, but that the reasons which influenced them were altogether other than this. His genius for war, as it developed during the Peninsular campaign, has tended to throw around the choice of Castlereagh and of Canning a glory which it does certainly not deserve. It is always true, as Lord Palmerston once said, that " selection by merit" will be, and must be always, as long as human nature is human nature, " selection of the men whom I like/7 The difference lies in the motives of liking.
There can be no doubt whatever that the two strongest motives which at this time determined the choice of the Government were, first, that Sir Arthur Wellesley was one of themselves, a colleague whom they thoroughly knew and could trust to act in hearty co-operation with them, and, secondly, a very strong wish not to employ Moore in high command,if they
232 He had taken the precaution to send all my papers by an English brig-of-war then at Stockholm, lest the King in his passion should seize them. The English Minister had done the same with his. Col-borne tells me that it was Mr. Thornton's intention the day after he came away to announce officially to the King my departure. I am very anxious to know how he received it and the sensation which it occasioned at Stockholm, but every arrangement being made for my departure, and the wind fair, I took my leave of Sir James Saumarez this morning and sailed with the troops on our return to England.
